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Regional Rail—The Future of Commuter Rail 


A Prese 


у Jim Derwinski and Mike Noland 
d by Norman Carlson 


Regional Rai — The Funae of Commuter Вай 


Оп November 30,2020, CRNW heritage чей 90 н departing the Kendworth station on the UP North Line, The current level of ridership on UPN 
в giving credence to the Regional Railroad concept—tou Gerard photo 


the ирк of the $10 and $6 dully passe ie anit time for the retention, With the growth of ridership а 
and well as the "Super Suver” monthly tance rider cult of frequent service it nt rd. 
pas of $100 and the reduced fares om The halfway points are Croton-Harmon ership w in excess af 60% ol pre-pandemie 
Metra Electric and the Rock Island on the Hudson Line, North V ndenhip while vrall system-wide 
Disiet, the Har кс and Stn Weekday ridership is jn the 45%-50" 
A pube point ts where tw tran- New Have These thi range 
sit lines shane the same starion. Harvey on tivel е hot The twv other lines with stronger titer 
Metra Electric will be rhe pulse point ре ip recovery are Metra Electric ond Rixk 
totype- A new transportation center that Ыам}. These two lines serve rhe south side 


burs. These 
по ate neighborhoods and communities that 


1 Chicago and southe 


є Harvey Metra sta- 


tio an iple Pace bun lu 


ign atl engineering phase ate mote e advantaged and 


n the l North Line, tmu 


The prime example of Regional Rail. 


New Winnetka became th 


pen 
arca. Reduced fares apply to ull 


Metro-North operating the forme 


in these ines as à result of the Fare 
п: Transit South Cook Pilot. This program is 


York Central und New Haven commuter 


lines from 1 Station, Сиса 
2000, Ме 


ening most stations between sponsored by Cook County and is à three 


nerka amd the Ogilvie Transportati 21. Regional 


n war pilot that мапе in 2 
el Without Center in downtown Chicago. Ridership 


time on kony sare being 


any marketing. ridership virtually doubled. has grown substantially due ro this service applied to Metra Electric аз well 
On Metro-North, a һа! is dispatched | frequency incre 
па the “hall way point” on the line An UPN has beer 


wo the end of the line follows mak- the change of ride the залу 


Hathem—12 


ing а IT at this line serves 
then running n 


pomt. Arrival ar 


'hicago region, It has 11 lines with 485 
miles and 1,155 rrack miles, In 
296 trains were operated with à 95.4 

There are 242 


heduled so thar passengers hus 


halfway point have or 


певане performance rate 


wy the halfway. point ations with two new statuine under con 
their trip, This concep revene sanction. The fleet consis of 173 d 
for mbound service. A m it tucomocives::861 bi-level! passenger. саг 
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lng the center vestibule. Even during this work, the difference i» noticeable 
of Metre 


This may mean m 
ine to off peak times t 


+ Easily understar 


pattems on cach lin 


Metra Capital Investment Projecte— 


bject of considerable 


well as werk on the 


* Michigan Avenue 
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propoved entrance for the 95th Street Chicago State University 
on iv on the south side of 95th Street Traffic on Cottage Grove 
Avenue also utes the roadway under the tracks as the railroad it on a 
Woodruff station is located about two blocks east of slight angie compared to the grid pattern of tha streets. A south e 

ion entrance is on the south side off the о the station will be constructed for the benef of srudents.— Courtesy 


‘the north —Courtesy of Metra of Metra 


a People will beable to access the stairway to the platiorm at the [03rd The headhoute of the 11 Ith Pullman station it designed to shehar 4 
Street Rossmoor sation through an enclosed area rather than directly large number of people from inclement weather. This station will serve 
from the street under the viaduct. In the foreground It Dauphin Avenue the Pullman National Park which extends along the eit side of Cottage 
‘which parallel the west side of the embankment between 990 and Grove Avenue. Cottage Grove parallels the east side of the embankment 
ТОВ Streets — Courtesy of Metra between 95th and 1158 Streets.— Courtesy of Metra 


This station dotes from the 1890s. At 59h 


1, the rh Street entrances will he 


ler construct block to the caet 


Ам There are pwo 

this station to serve four 

Tracks. Four elevators will be installed t 
provide full ADA acest. This station als 
түс» the University of Chicigiy who t 


ing in funding this complete replace 


While there ie à fourarack тийш t 

Lh Street there is only one pf 

stations tween 75th 

nd € and Ith Pullman. 

«The proposed new station wil be oh the east side ofthe railroad song Harwood Avenue ас Be ЖИ 
Re Ком. Ridge Rood а de miot zs west road W downtown Homewood Ка прашину (i, фер, Gantra tion contract Ма 
TRO Isbin Grot bond on Cha Qd. Spare for Pes bas | роб aeg Насос 170 clin Common conine Se 


Avenue. This in a considerable improvement over the histone Homewood sation that i on the 
west side of the tracks and now used exclusively for Amtrak passengers — Courtesy of M Serees/ Chath 


Street/Woodruff 
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and Ord 

ing шге under 

11 Lh Pullman stations. 
the Chicago State University compus 
Which ix on the site of the former Ilinois 
Central Burnside Shops. This station. for 
merly known as 95th Street/Burnside, is 
now named 95th Stre 


m and engineer 
ie Beth Street and 
th Street serves 


|Chicago State 


Univesity lt will become a major facility 
meet the 


South 


needs of the uni 
FK 


under c 

Boulevard in Harvey. Trains аге nor 
tion during the с 
Harvey Station at 154th 


of the joint project with 


ping at this Је 
Street will he 


Pace Suburban Bus to crea 
tion cente. Work continues at the 
Homewood station. The 112-уейг-өМ tun- 
nel under the Canadian Манов and 
Metra trucks i» closed while new drainiige 
ventilation, lighting and interior finishes 
are consrmicred, A new head house will be 
built cat of rhe tracks оп Harwood 
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Avenue entrance at 
outbound platform we are lool 
form is complete with a train arrival notificat 


vine. The 
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Bridges 

Engineering i» underway 
of replacement of the brih 
UP Neth Line in 1896 


һе second 


phe 
structed alone f 
umd 1897, Eleve 
included in this project 


including the 


bridges over Clyboum Avenue. Аза part of 
the Auburn Park Station project, the dy 
Street bridge for the Rock bland Dist 

will be Шей to provide more clearance 


er the Belt Raihew ago and 
Norfolk Southern tracks and the Rock 
Island's 78th Street bridge will be replaced. 
Related to the CREATE T5th Street 


Сити Improvement Project, Southwest 


‹ 


menie on the R 


Island from north of 
Street Starion. Fund; 


support the en 
neering for the proposed thin! main track 
between 74th and 16th Street» and several 
Improvements on. Rock bland. are hei 
sourced. The Englewood Flyover was built 
with hays for this proposed third track 


Rolling Stock 

Testing continues on the Tier 3 reman 
factura! SOTOMACH locomotive 
entry into revenue 
April 2023. Pr 


with 


rew Rail is remanifactur. 


with un option for 27 


mare. A rehab program for some of the 
anginal ЁЗ» is underway at the 47th 
Street lucómotive. facility. The battery 


мп for the FACS has been 
delayed as Metra could nor эмпе to an 


The pr 


agreement with the vendor. 


Will be гећ later in 2023 
Final design und engineering work for 
the 200-car base onder of the next genera 
{ passenger cars continues ar Alstom 
Construction of shells is expected to Бери 


near the end of 2024, Delivery of the fine 


cat is expected late in 2024. Options exis 


for up то 500 cars oral. The nde quality of 
these cars was be a totally new experience 
for riders on the diesel-hauled lines. The 


‘new cars will be equipped with air hog sus 
pensions like the cate on Metra Electric 
nd South Shure Line. Meanwhile, the 
rehubilitation of the Nippon-Sharyo fleet 
of diesel-hauledd сат» continues ar the 49th 
Street facility 


Funding 


2 Metra was the beneficiary of 
$204 million of Federal grants in addition 
ty $248 million of federal formula funde 
Which support capital projects. Tim credits 


The bridge on the Milwaukee North line over Milwaukee Avenue and the adjacent Grayland station. 
are being replaced with new structures. > During December 2022 the cutover to the temporary. 
shoofly” is being placed in service. = An eastbound Amtrak Hiawatha Service train is pasting 


through the work zone. А temporary platform for the Grayland station is located behind the pho 


toprapher, Из access з to and from Addison Avenue. 


Two photos Mike Raia 


the hand work and support of the Ilinois 
elected officials in Congress. Metra w 
only MEGA grant 
awarded to a State of Illinois project. $11 
million, the largest grant. Metra has ev 
receive was awarded for the next ph 
the UP North 


the recipient af th 


Эре replacements. Metra 
received two бшм» under the Federal 
Transit Admi All 
Accessibility Program for the 39h-60ch 
Streer Station ($37.6 Million) and 95th 
Street Stations ($29 Million). Pace was 
alse the чи for 520 Million RAISE 
Grant for the joint Pace/Metra Harvey 


nion Center Project. In. adi 
tion, funds were received from Cook 
County for the renewal of the Rogers Park 
station on UP North, Cook County abe 
supported the grant application. fot the 
95th Street stanon project 

Finally, in Jarwunry 
vol 
through the web address menatracker.com 


Metra began the 
of из new trinsteacking меке 


тест сот. Thive gray bats will appear 
on the menu thar provide the site's nain 
n Times, Real-Time Map 
x $27 million has ће 


and Trip Planne 


invested in this system. 
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On March 14 2023, ме are fogli morie 

and Chicago Avenues in Hammond Berens CSX. th 
tha few Hammond stabon and State Line Intetocing 
гоп. Вадзе, note the crane and the green гем 


ce, The ришет т, 
luft are coming out of the “Scree thas stares west of the 
present Himmond suoi. The arp curve by Stace Line 


rre The "S^ curve will be elim 

rada ad the piers and ine curve will be soft 
1 he present curve i the 
a fireworks store The state 


Southern double-scack train ts 

the top of the photo in ом 

fine and becomes Brainard Avenue № Mingis: At the far ruf 
downtown Chicago skyline. Ти giver you some ides of 
Hunimond' proximity to Chieaga—Gory R. Clark photo 


Regional Rail The Future of Соттаает Rail 


т 


One day later: Mareh 15, we are looking west from johnson Avenue in Hammond as a 


CSX Office Car Special painted in the B&O heritage scheme 


heads eastward to Michigan Ма the ex.Pere MarquettelC8O. South Shore Line’ present Hammond station а in this view You are about three blocks 


‘east of the pr 


lar drone photograph view The back end of the train is pasting the crane and the green rebar columns that are in the foreground of 


the prior photo. The red brick building оп a 45-degree angle to the parking lot is the Hammond station building —Gary А. Cork phot 


масе of the f new revenue tran 


тес the completed Double Track and 
Wout Lake project 

It bs estimated that the Stace uf Indian 
will receive a $2 return 6 $1 the 
invested in the Double Track and W 


Lake projects Much af this development 
willbe f 
(TOD) from communities up and dow 


im Transit Oriented Development 


the rail lines, and Indiana has passed le 


lation to support TOD hy creating tax 


districts, known ov Transit Development 


The details of the Double Track pr 


are 16 miles of new second main tr 


Gary and Michi 
five new high-leve 
aril seven new 


Michigan Cay, the elimination of th 


treets alone with the 
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the Coalition has brought 
he commuter гай industry together and 


from working together. He mentioned thur 


ated to 90% on Tri-Rail which 
rev herween West Pulm Beach and 
Miami in Florida. Metra is in the 45° 
is Metrolink in Los Angeles lc 


и Caltrain in rhe San Franci 


he significant number of peuple 


nitrated in the Bay 
ow working from home. In Europe ther 


of the bridge for the new second main tr 


folk Southern train headed by Union Рас 


СТА% Red-Purple Modernization Project 
Kicks Into High Gear with Main Line Reconstruction 


By Shore Line Staff 


he СТАУ $ » Red and Clark Junction where the rmesale Буры » rime while 
| Purple Modernization (RPM) (*ilyover") servcture is located: and the other two 
Phase One project achieved signifi Bryn Mawr Modernization umag on 

cant progress over the coune of the | me be 


m Wilun and 


orth Side Main. Lis 


zones the Re Purple Bypass (КРВ) гоо, 


between Belmont and Addison, including 


«Тһе gantry used to place the precast box 


gieder segments а at Catalpa Avenue south of 
Bryn Mawr on May 31, 2022. and а view north 
from the platorm on its top provides a sweep- 
Ing view of the progress bullding the new track 
3:4 structure up to that point. эз well as a fine 
juxtaposition berween the new aerial structure 
and the remaining west half of the 1920s 
embankment oh the ик. Additional, precart 
segments are sitting on the new track deck in 
the lower night. walang being liked and low: 
ered into place by the gantry. Also visible on 
the new track deck are the rebar horseshoes 
ико the top af the segments. which the 
plinths supporting the direct-fation track will 
hock into. Meanwhile. 9Sth-bound Red Line run 
903 has left the Bryn Mawr temporary south 
bound platform. while the 19204bullt island 
platform. with из gullwing canopy, з used эз the 
northbound platform during this construction 
wage К will disappear when Stage В Бер 
tater in summer —Phato courtesy of СТА 


» Turning 180 degrees on the same day the 
view south from the кор of the муу shows 
the work underway эз construction progresses 
southward. Farthest in the distance are dril 
rigs excavating the deep caissons for the new 
structure's foundations A ийе closer in the 
distance are cranes for lowering cylindrical 
rebar cages that form the internal steel rein- 

poured concrete support 


forcement of 9 


columns. Midway in the di 
columns to be poured. And closer to 
шт with column 
ied precast box gird 


place fo 
the gantry are finished с 
сара оп which the asses 
єз will rest On беп 


while work it underway, runny 
on the remaining west half of the old embank: 
ment—Red Line run 904 is about ro pass 
ste of the demolished Berwyn station. 
approaching the Argyle temporary station en 
route to downtown and 95th—Photo courtesy 
of CTA 
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Lawrence-to-Beyn Mawr 


Modernization Progress 
Inthe LI Red and Purple line 
trains continues! to nun together in cach 


direction on the two west tracks, tracks 1 


wks), as they hail since May 2021 
while the Wo east racks, 3 and 4, wete 


reconstrui! Construction to erect th 


hew elevated track structure for trick 


and 4 сойки, and was completed over 
As described in the 


First & Fastest, work moved 


from the north end of the sone southward, 
It begin with the drilling and pouring of 
mew stvel-reinforced concrete: support 

mn», with setting of the prefabricates! 


x girder segments following. behi 


semble the new elevated structure, which 
The be 


ments were moved inno pla 


тиш a Inny bridge 


portion of the structure already assembled, 


reducing. street 
describes las spring 


in which there were osen 


This proce 


tially three waves of woek—the vanguard 


being doep foundation and column shaft 
drilling, then pouring of the support 

nw and column caps at each drilled 
huir. followed by the installation of the 
segmental box ginfers by the wintry ut the 


3 pore 
2 In August, the last 
Aries foundations and shafts for the track 


34 stricture were 
and сар work and be 


mpleted, as column 


tion continuat As summer nimed w fall, 


f the hri 


the assembly ти» accel 


erated and began to catch up with the col 


n. {п November, the lis 


columns and сар» were 4. A month 
later, just before the end of December 
2022, the final box girder segment of the 


Ти was lifted into place. and the new 
thick 3-4 level м 
omplete. In all, 841 м 


of track stn 


installed for this sect 


with each segment weighing 43 tons 


Installation of the final box girder se 


ment for the new elevated structure ав not 


the endl of constati fur rh 


tracks, however 


in faer, it nily the 


beginning, Installation of rhe mew track w 
lust of 


оне infrastruc 


temm, as well a 


rans till has 


тиге and 


he work was occurring in 


each acriviry followed another in à cond 


‘= On Му 28.2022. che "Windy City Gantry?" named by school 
First & бопе), has made it to Berwyn, аз  35th-bound Red Line train passes on the 


Spring 20; 


ildren as part of a contest {see 


remainder of the old embankment. looking northeast. Shortly the gantry will assemble the new 
box girder elevated track structure over Berwyn Avenue, through the future location of the new 


ston —Grohom Garfield photo 


natal ceder, some of th ıt the 


ul of the LBMM 


work hewn 


е pouring, and segment | 
continued farther saath, 
Trackwork commenced in мини 
The tracks on the new elevated м 
in both the LBMM and КРВ ure th 
fixation method. Direct fixation. track 
met alled "hallestless track," refer 
a win in which the 


mehored to an underlving con 


this is ax opposed to the raik 


= With the announcer 


ballast. СТА has used direct fixation ти 


before, inching at Афи, Belmont and. 
Fullerton on the Red Line, and in the Rod 
and Bie linio subway 

the сше of the tracks in RPM, rather 
than concrete ties ser perpendicular to the 


aise! base running parallel to and under 


The h 


with the honeshoe 


the running rail x ginder segment 


anchors for the track system projecting up 


from the top deck surface. The plinthe atc 


poured in place after the bridge segments 


are secured in place and connected into a 
fine placing the 


that the remainder of the embankment wall would be removed as part 


of RPM Phase One, CTA released a rendering showing what this would look like Although the 
exact uses and bulldout will be decided later, this view gives an impression of what the newly-cre- 
ated space will look la. Compare tha view to the rendering on page 8 of the Spring 2022 First & 


Fastest. showing what the alignment was огурлайу envisioned 


look like with the new elevated 


structure but che embankment remaining —imoge courtesy of CTA 


Summer 2023 Hirst Fastest | 17 


a Construction of the Stage B Argyle temporary station was continuing on Apel 27,2023. a8 work- 
ers assemble and detall the steel structure for the northern of two platform canopies Note that 
the wood supports for the platform are actually buit over the framework of che future track 3, vir- 
ible on the right The track on the left chat wil be used by southbound trains during Stage B is 
асшайу what will be the Winona Middle Track in the finished configuration—Photo courtesy of CTA 


running rails where they will need to Ё 
the finished condition, using spectal 
equipment to make sure the height and 


with the 


geometry are precisely c 


track plates thar will ultimately connect 
the rails to the plinti 
Then. û steel rebore 
the mils where the plinth will 
to the anchor rods embedded in the 


already on the rails 


s assembled under 


secured 
ridge 


deck. Once the rebar is installe 
and the concrete plinth 
with the sheathed holes that connect the 
the plinth inserted 


ve the plinth i 


tail fastening plates 


in the wet concrete. Or 


the tails and plates are removed, leaving 


behind the sheaths rhat the bolts were 


screwed into embedded in the plinth com 


the holes for the balts 


t will 


'onnect the track plates to the 


well-secured since the concrete was 


formed around them 
heck 


месе 


The plinth is then 


4 for peope 
t voids 
cleaned sand 


in the concrete, etc.) 


tepped, and finish 


the plinth 
uminences, with th 
reinstalled, 


s completed, crack installati 
rail fistenser plates 
atached to the plinth with 
anchor bolts screwed into the receptacles 
previously cast into the plinth, and the 
runnin attached то the 


androl clips, 
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Леман 


installation of the fast 


plates and г 
p> followed behind 


to the finished ріл 
The 


first, reaching 


linrhs on pleted 


early April, followed by the comple 


the track 3 plinths in mi 
Installation and welding of running rails 
was ongoing at pr е, being approx 


mately 40% complete in late Ap 3 


A middle track will be prov 


Berwyn stations 


v, and tı being installed э part 
4 Saye A. The kwork for r 


switches connecting 10 the middle tr 


required special attention. due m th 


preassembled size, very lange рім 


nm 


Arches require 
na Middle Track—named for the 


d tower-con. 
= W lay 


new track 


Ом f the relay house 


ттш. 


and systems continued int: 


sound woll panel 
of the elevated structure 


Installation 
line barh 
н 
into sprin 

Wh 


needed for service until che 


№ begins, the temporary 


stations needed for Stage B must be са 
тиске and completed during Stuge A. A 
In Stage A, temporary station facilities will 
һе provides for Bryn Маму and А 


Loved, 


п facilities 


ail 


their new permanent stations open at the 


ће location 


end of the project), Hower 
ind configuration of the Stage В stations 
to the Stage A 
urrently in une. The m 
ence t that the boarding plar 

om the new tack 3-4 structure cur 
The locations of 


has several differen 


n" 
will be 


rently being completed. 
the stations change as well. Bryn: Mawr 
stationhouse has the least re 
а of the old 1920 


access noeth: 


mily a feu feet e 


entrance currently used tc 
bound trains. The Argyle Stage B tempe 
тагу station. however, will actually be 1-2 
blocks поп! 
Foster Avenue 


cf Argyle, with entrances 
ind Witwna Street, Lastly, 


the biggest change will be that while 
Argyle will have service in both direction: 
the Bryn Mawr Staye B station will only 


provide southbound service. This i due to 


the platforms at Bryn Мият needing to be 
side platforms (due to the permanent main 
track centers being tno close together 
a platform between), byt there hein 


ufficient space along the east side of the 
ture for an 8-car plarform 


new track 


without demolishing additional buildings 
ther hand, will have à 
t the new 


center platform thit is placed 


track 3 along the Winons Middle Track: 

northbound trains will stop along track 4, 

while southbound teins will be routed 
middlle track. 


| Argyle stations емай in 
with site clearance 
and was continu: 


sruction of the four new 
struction of the им p 


Stage В. the westhet 


» wont comme 


well ins sof the sta 


ms were still being filled out: On April 
Transit Board 


the Chicag 


rin along each side 
the rails where they need 

yet attached and extended 

will be poured. Finally, the forms are 
will be poured. The assembly 


placed along 
here has completed эй of 

aning an Amberg rı 

they need to be 


о where 


a. and is being given a final check 
rails are exactly where 
Photo courtesy of CTA 


7 


= The ne 
plinth has Бе 


4 Once the concrete has ет. the skeletontzed tracks and track plates are 
checked 
and 


of the footprint where the track plate wil be 


he concrete plinth 


The concrete рї 
соо, hav 
Once 


y and no air pocket voidt 


led are taped off and an epoxy is applied on the surface of the 


plinth where the plate wil зи. as the 


e left are doing. The 
року In addition to the anch о assure the 
track plates stay in p Photo 


tey of CTA 


ally the track plates are plac 
жу and secured using anchor bo 


sd pinc. adhered 
screwed im 
t back on the track plates 


the sleeves set 


into the plinths. Finally, the running rai 
aped Pan 


secured using pretzel 
Hollywood Avenue in 


ps. In this view looking north at 


is tightening anchor bolts 


СТАЗ Rel-Pietle Modem 


art for the new Lawrence, Argyle. Berwyn 
and Bryn М 
station inc 


т stations; the Bryn 


s separate contracts for the 
secondary entrance 
xt Hollywood Avenue. The 


rwork is intended to enhance the overall 


starionhoise 


transit. experience 
ments t 
th 


and add unique cle 


the new statione that represent 


mimunitice they serve 


The artists chosen for the commissions 


апе all experienced in public ort installa 
tions and have robust, well-recognized and 

x laimed portfolios: they are ale» all local 
artists. The five urtists are Tom Torlvemke 
of Dyer, Indiana (Lawrence). Mayumi 


ake of Chicago (Argyle), David Lorann 


Chicago (Berwyn), William Conger « 
Chicago (Beyn Mawr min sarionh 
and Alice Hargrave of Chicage 

Mawr Hollywood entrance). CTA will 


th each arti 


this summer 
Over the last decade 
шт collect 


the СТАУ public 
has nearly doubled to include 
ient works of art acon 


тоге than 70 perman 


all eight rail lines and multiple buy facil 
ties СТАУ dynamic and immersive collec 


топ of public are includes mosaica are glas 
sculptures and interactive installanuns cre 
ated by nationally and. internationally 


of whom are local. 


accliimed artists, man 

Another major deve 
general design of the LBMM pon 
Project occured in April, when t 


ment with the 


m of the 
СТА 


announced that the embankment wall 


would he removed between Lawrence 
and Ardmore Avenue (north of 
ye north end of the LRMM 
The 
protect «сире had the wall removed сей in 


Avenue 
Bryn Мам, ot 
zone) a pur 


й the project tiginal 


отаг, locations, such a» at stations, where 


жетшп street-level infrastructure such a» а 


хане), or whete the 


tamp for equip. 
ment between the street and embankment 


contractor built ап acces 


topi otherwise, it was no remain {albeit with 


ap five feet or 
some distance between it and the underside 


moved, to provide 


f the new elevated мостике) but have no 
structural tole in the new elevaned guideway 
which rested! on its own columns, in mas 
cases drilled through the embankment. The 
walls of the 
be refinishe 


stréet-bacing 
embankment were 
vide a renewed aesthetic appearance. 
The CTA made the decision 
nearly all of the wall after determi 
ing initial. sidewall refinishing work that 


to pro 


m 
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Kicks Into High Gear with Main L 


‘a The 1900-vintage steel elevated structure for tracks | and 2 was disassembled piece by piece, 
a steel stringer cut off at each end а lowered to the ground near Roscoe Street on March 4. 
2022 The demolition of the old "L" structure evokes the somber photos of abandoned ^L branch. 


es being daassembied in the 13505 and'é0s. but in thi 
replacement to assure the continued operation of this ine for decades to come. 


of CTA 
the 100-yenr-old embankment wall is more 

жетимге} than anticipated. [т condition 
prevents the planned aesthetic improve 
ments to the walls from having either the 


appesrance or lifespan that were intended. 


By removing the wall now. while comatroc 


residents will nor undergo wall demolirion 


and additional disruptions in the future 

The embankment removal will create 
tore than one mile of new, open space 
underneath Red and Purple lite tracks in 


the Uptown and Edgewater neighbor 
sf the RPM Phase One 
will 


Ar the completion 


ain new areas thar could be developed int 
parking, biking and walking paths or coes 
munity spaces. To begin the convenation 


how to develop the space 


pletion of the project, CTA announced И 


wall hold commu wp for а block 


bar will avail- 


f the wall CTA 
om local residents via 


by-block look ot new space 
m 
will ask for 


ideas 


public meeting and online surveys 


F 


шге development sold he in rhe 


of partnership 


en: Бића окт 


СТА» scope 


is nor part of 


However 


ve the work has а positive purpose direct 
Photo courtesy 


will geovide funding to support this com: 
m ation ad base programming, 
СТА will grade the property мо it is level 
and has. sufficient. drainage, and install 
fighting under the mew structure 
increne safety for residents. Any future 
activation of space мо take int 


ity of CTA to 
re for 


усеве 


maintenance and other work 
CTA Walsh-Fly 


Bald Team, has alrendy 


the existing wall ro make room for new 


fully accessible Red Line stations and other 


project elements Walsh is expected t» 
begin мной wall removal this year and 
tite th 2024, working simulta 
newusly with new Red und Purple line track 
structure reconstruction now under wa, 
At press time At the end of April, the 
mew tracks 3 and 4 were expected to b 
supleced and ini service му summer 2023, 
with the switch from LBMM Stage A 
Stage В and commencement of recon: 


acting tracks | and 2 


Purple Bypass Zone Progress 
In the КРВ ar 
ind only 


£ the reject, work in 


n the demo- 


У бак] 


ition of rhe tr k 
line, Бегу 
inframtucturo. Red ar 
ontinued running on her 1 
1 1 
he work i» bein 
install temporary n 
Decemb nd Jar 
Purple line tr liver 
k " 
hi 1 


ком 


train going over the Bypı 
spans and bents of the North 


in track | 
th of the latter: Red and Purple 


4 wack 3 and 4 з 


оп the left (which, just before the 


thbound Brown Line trains use the 
trains leave track 4 at the station onto 


1 crensaver f wood | 
е Kenmore pl Kenn j 
rick 2 to Nori n 
s. Rave branch mek 1 e 
wth Main er " h 
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СТАЗ Red. 


a Construction of the new tracks | and 2 elevated structure la progressing southward fram Newport Avenue in this December 15. 2022 north 
facing чен looking down from а Brown Line train разна over the high Bypass track. Berween Newport and Roscoe,» concrete rack deck Wt been 
pow atop PPC beams et between new concrete bent. Stel stringers are being set over the Clar/Roscoe intersection inthe foreground Used 
fere as well аз over Clark Substation immediately to the south, because they provide slightly mor 

mew track 1-2 structure and the old track 3-4 structure on the right shows haw much sraighter the 
er that the Northwestern Elevated accepted to heap property acquisition costs lower but which alto resulted in slower train speeds to negotiate 
the kinks —Groham Garfield photo 


arance underneath, The space between the 
aw alignment is. removing the several small 


ла June 2022. This ments, the track deck in the RPR zone i 
portad by 
The fint 


ment on tracks | and 2 north of Clark 


gh sum formed and poured in place, 


as soon as those 


Junction in Januar 


ће PPC beam or steel stringer 


мге were vacated. Demolition of the 
west half of the 1900-vintage steel elevat feck p штей in Octrer: forming 
ed wtucrure between Clark Junction and pouring and finishing the new track deck 
Newport began in early March and pr was wrapped ир in late April 2023, 
жеее quickly Installation of trackwork on the new 
During this came perio, the founda track 1-2 elevated structure began at the 
tions for the elevated structure were dnilled north end near Newport Avenue in lat 
imd the new steelretnforced support 23. The tracks are also теста 
umes were poured, beginning in April п on concrete plinths, und are installed 


Once columns were in place, steelrein ng the same sequence and method ar in 


forced concrete crosbeams between the vertical clearance over the street and the LMM sone, described on pages 17-18. 


building under the new iet work performed in the RPB zone 


in which the concrete strin 


that would support the track deck would were intalled in late during the lst year included 
rest were formed and pe d, The first of * The Kenmore Relay House was holst 
these prestressed precast concrete (PPC) le rach and set am раке at the бише 


1 Kenmore Interlocking, where the 
in LBMM. where Бураш connects по the Ravensw 
& im May 2022. While th 


ced between the new | tor the n 


beams we 


bled o 


benti—a “bent he as 


терь of the vertical columns and h 
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ace and in service а 


until later in the projec 
* А new relay house for Clark Junction 
was lifted into place along the east «ide 
track mainline in Februar 
Because of the rather hiye «ie 

ithe new relay house, and because 
final track-level location being under 
the Bypass structure resulte 

О place, the rela 
house w red and set in mo 
pieces, which were joined on 
imponents for the Clark Relay House 
continued into March. Like Kenmore 
The new relay house will not be 
© The exterior restoration of th 

vic. Vaurravers building at 947. 

W Newport w mpleted 
November 2022. The relocation of hi 
historie huikling oor of the way of the 
new North Main Line track structu 
was covered in the Autumn 2 

& Fastest. The building will be sold 
after the RPM Phone One proe 
vompleted ir 
* The contractor continued. rebuildiny 


ranch steel elevated 
between Clark Јипече ju 

í Seminary Avenue built 
structure will remain being 
rehabilitited ay part of the pr 

Be f the confined space under 
ind around this structure f 

rig, the new foot 


micropile foundations, which use mu 


rather than a 


microplle foundation ап 
work hus he 


I of April 2023 the work wa 
wrapped up by the end of spring 
Ат pees time a d of April, the 
new Мопһ Main tracks 1 and 2 wen 
xpected to be completed and in service in 
fall 2023, with the switch from RPB Stage 
smucting teks 3and 4 


rews are smoothing and finishing the newly poured concrete track deck for the new North 
Main tracks | and 2 in April 2023, looking north from Belmont. The work ares is closely hemmed 
In by active tracks, with inbound Brown Line trains on the RVT track on the left and Red and 
Purple јин trains on old tracks 3 and 4 on the right —Photo courtesy of CTA 


= Rehabilitation cf the 1907 Ravenswood branch steel structure is underway in this view looking 
west from the alley west of Sheffield Avenue оп November 10, 2022 New foundations are being 
installed for che existing steel columns. replacing the original tiered "wedding cake" foundations 
that have deteriorated over time. Because of the very confined space. there isn't room for the type 
of drill rig needed to dig one large new foundation. 
four "micropile" foundations at each comer of the old foundation, one of which can be teen on. 
the left The micropiles go through the old foundation and are anchored at a lower depth. Once 
drilled the column а 


while the bottom is cut off. Then а new 
footing is framed and poured around the four micropiles. and а new anchor is installed between 
the column and the new foundation, an example of which can be seen on the right —Grahor 
Gerfeii proto 
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By Norman Carlson 


The Cook County branch opened in 1906 to serve the Mount Cari 
brunch paralleled the main Ine from Bellwood Avenue to Mannheim Road where it turned south. tt went under rhe пой Central and then headed 
west near the north side of Rootevelt Road. There was a stop to serve the Oak Ridge cemetery that is 
The branch was approximately two miles in length. Shuttle service was provided in addition со funeral car service operated by both AEI 
Metropolitan West Side Elevated Railway. Passenger service ended оп October 31, 1926, one month after rapid transit service began on the 
Westchester Branch. = Car 459 was used on a fan trip on June 9. 1957. We are looking down from the Ilinois Central bridge as the line begins из 
curve to the west This bridge, surround by industrial property still exist in 2023. = А rmanliment company on Roosevelt Road near Wolf Road war 
2 freight customer The track and trolley wire were milncained to that point. Nearby was a floral shop where these people are shopping. One of the 
third rail shoes on 459 was knocked off by she flowerpot laying alongside of the track- After CARE abandoned из freight service in June 1959, the 
Indiana Harbor Belt provided freight service on this branch until 1986.— Two photos George E Konary Colecton 


ee 3 


ceinetery on the west side of Wolf Road just north of Roosevelt Road. The 


seated on the sout 
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= Car 319 is one of the four cars, 319-321, in the last teres of wood-bodied cars order by the AERC that arrived from the Jewert Car Co. in 1914. 


The stined-giats upper sash windows were covered over just prior to World War 


IL The doors on these cars were narrow and the steps were steep. 


Cor 319 is in the Lockwood Avenue Yard, just west of Laramie Avenue laying over between rush hour trips circa 932—W. В. Cor phota, Krombles 


Peterson Archive 


п Viluine 1 uf the senes Sunser y 
Larty Plachitio ће discusses the Aurora 


Elgin & Chica 


Super 


Intetutban. AESC was the predecessor of 
the Chicago Aurora & Elgin. Larry quotes 
the Sireet Railway Jemal: "Ie is seldom 


that the inauguration of any single electric 


railway enterprise makes such an impor 


rant advance in the art as has that of the 
Aurora Elgin & Chicago Railway” When 
it opened for revenue service in August 


1902 AESC 
tionary super interurban with better rri 


wir deemed го be a reval 


ages more powerful cars and faster 
than any previous, and some later, intérur 
hans: AE&C also revolutionised aspects of 
planning and construction of interurbano 
By late 1902 АЕ КС was operating trains at 


mile-per-tminute sp 
* AESC 
speed interurban line in the Uninet 


was built as the first ВЫ 


State 
* The fint onder of passenger c 
the move powerful and peobubl 
fastest Interurban curs in existence in 
the United States in 1902 


© The line was built to steam road stan: 


dards with only abour one. mile of 
reet running in Aurora (rhat wa 


плаве in 1939) 


re nature, AESC 
woodsbesdied cars 


Despite из pro 
mlered the last group 


by an interurban. Cars 318-321 from 1914 
were more like the steel-hodied cars that 
followed. The company never retired a со 
n и» history that was replaced by a newer 
vehicle. AE&C md CASE simply added 


to the fleet. Some of its cars were in re 


є from 1902 to 1957 


the pamenget serv 


Until 1953, when the 
buck to DesPlain 
the line wa 


qeration ww cut 
in Forest Park 
орар 


ment. This even was the сазе wh 
bodied cars were leased from the Chicag 
North Shore & Milwaukee in 1936 and 
ultimately purchased in 1946 


Over the 


Gute the development of the 


railway served resulted in a grow 


ober of passen 


In 1902 ir was literally a country имеп 


ban. Other than its named cities all of Ч 


‘Steven P. Hyen, by substantial contribution, has mode it possible to publish this роде 


communities along the way were sall vil- 
муз. The principal railroad competitor wa 
the Chicago & North Westem. The tw ral 


side-by-side through 


roads were literally 


Wheaton and Glen Ellyn. Even when ра» 


ded on July 3, 1957, 


it was almost all 
Wheaton and the 
There was rail 


pen country between 


m 


Chicago Burlington & Quincy in Aurora 
and The Milwaukee Road in Elgin, When 
Charles branch. was in 
operation West Chica 
learly C&NW 
harter travel time 
mad. Street running in We 


w the on the ме 


throughout Geneva and St. Charles made 
CASE non-competitive. On the other 
hand, Wheaton, Glen Ellyn, Lombard, 
Villa Park and the southern portion of 


Elmhurst were clearly "CA&E towns" due 
to CAGES frequent service 
Limited, ап Expre 


There was a 

and а Local each hour 
between Wheaten and 
ıı blessed with 


in both dir 


Chicago. DuPage Counts 
what was essentially rapid tra 
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Ристић. 


a During the 1920s фе residential development in DuPage County began in earnest Following the financial reorganization in 1923 thas resulted in 
the creation of the САВЕ the Conway interest took control of the railroad. A modernization process began to meet che increasing demand for sar- 
Ice. The orignal stations of wood construction were replaced with substantia buildings such as this new station in Wheaton. The first steel car 20 
ars numbered 400-419, arrived from Pullman in 1923 followed by 15 cars, 420-434. from Cincinnati Car Ca in 1927. Shortly after из arrival car 40| 
‘Tid тате are posed for the company photographer alongside the new Wheaton station —Schetz photo fram the Wiliam C. Janssen Colection 


This ede us to а discusion of compara 
tive speeds among the Big Three of the 
Chicago interurbans. Both the North 


Shure and Sou 


streetcar companies in Waukegan, Шию 
and East Chicago, Indiana, respectiv 


Throughout its existence North Shore's 
Shore Line Route was basically a ste 
ling between Waukegan and Church 
Spreen, Evanston linde of 
wt cpetnted with 


clwely spaced. мор» 
interurban equipment. I танъ only oper 
ated with miles between stations on 
Chicago's rapid transit lines between 
Church Street and the Loop. When built 


approximately one-half of the Shore Line 
Conmrructton of the Noh Shore 
wrween North Chicago Junction first 10 
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Kenosha, then Racine ond finally m — South Shore | » the 
Milwaukee in 1908 provided the physical Chica Shore & South Bend was 
plant for higher speed running. The limi» not known for hühepeed running: To 
ing factor was the tup speed capability of жите extent it operated on the basis of а 
the Chicago & Mi 
f wocdehdied cars. They were n 


ves predece 


waukee Electric's fleet "locomotive car" hauling а group of trail 


саре ers This was clearly the case of the Gary 


ble of mile-a-minute tunning. The first trains chat were a group of trailers hauled 
АА cars tharamved onthe North by Ill 


is Central steam locum 


пе in 1915 were capable of йез. between Randolph Street and 115th 
minute running amd were originally Street, Kensington » Lake Shore 
Jw Milwaukee Limited Service. motor car or two between Kensington and 
ars that were delivered during the Ошу. Scheduled time for trains serving 


and into 1950 had a di 
ratio thur allowed for a t 
approximately 80 mph. The inm 
of the Skokie Valley Route in J eliminated street running in East Chicago 
clearly when the North Shore became m 1956, South Bend in 1970 and finally in 
famous tor high-spee 


Michigan Сиу and 


Speed became a fact 


НА Bend was show 
when the “Orange 


Can” legati service in 1926. South Shore 


t Michigan City in Octuber 


had street running until the end of serv 


Willom Hottendor, by substantial contribution, hos mode it possible to publish this page 


<А reciprocal trackage rights agreemen: 


ed between the rapid 
Chicago and the САВЕ The"L owned the ral 
road east of Laramie Avenue and the CAKE 
beyond со the Fox River Valley. "L trains were 
operated west of Laramie. some to DesPhines 
Avenue and others beyond to Westchester On 
December 26, 1937, this westbound train в 
patting through the Laramie Avenue Yard. Cars 
423 and 412 are bracketing an unknown c 


number. Note the different paint scheme: 


»Earller that day сі 433 i westboun 
Gunderson Avenue in Oak Park k is in the 
three-track section that allowed САВЕ and "L 
‘express trains to р: is The comple 

this operation is fully described in wor 
tos and stri 

Cooperation Moves the Pub. The car is paint 


charts in Dispatch 


in the maroon and cream scheme that followed 


the initial Pullman Green paint scheme 


4 Matched trains of the same ear type and 
paint scheme were rare on the САВЕ This 
of Pullmans 401, 413 and 407 в, 
in the Washington Biye and light grey scheme 
that was introduced cirea. 1937 The tr 
exseboun 


at Lockwood Avenue. Cars in the 
storage yard can be seen in the background — 
Tree john f Hurston photos, Richard Mursston 
Codecton 


Leigh E Morris, by substantial contribution, has made it possible o publish this poge 
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САФЕ: A Рилытт Interurban 


CABE was consistently friendly хо гай fans and 

te trips that met the fans” desires 
Ie seamed Ше that in the later years of the ral 
road the trips occurred on foul weather days. It 
became a standard Inside joke that rainy days 
were CARE fan trip days. СЕВА trip number 12 
оп August 6, 1939. was an exception weather- 
wise. 4 The стр started with a two-car train of. 
Cincinnati cars 427433, that posed for a 
Photo stop westbound at College Avenue, 


would ope 


Wheaton 


« That afternoon cart |0 and 321, the (зт and 
last wood-bodied cars delivered to the AERC 
provided the transportation Car 10 was the 
only combination baggage-cosch car on the 
railroad, a rare situation for an intérurbin. Most 
interurbans had a fleet of combines to handie 
newspapers and express shipments Both trai 
are on the inbound track at the Main 
Street Wheaton 


On September 16. 1939. car 431 в leading a 
fourear westbound train over Chicago Union 
Station and is approaching the Canal Street sta 
опе Пиве photos John F. Humistem, Richard 


Humnton © 


Jeanette Dresdow, by substantial contribution, hos mode it possible to publish Mis poge 
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+= The passenger traffic demands of World War 
И tested the CARE On Sunday. july 2.1944, cars 
424,417 and 406 are westbound at Butterfield 
Road in Hillside Just ahead is the Wolf Road 
of Wolf 
Road. » CASE ordered ten interurban cary 
from St. Loi 


reason, called out as Bull Frog in 


^ For some unknown reason the company photographer was tent out to photograph this train that was parked on the one of the side tracks south 
о! the main line wes of Laramie Avenue. Car 420 and another motor car flank two of the steel traller cars on August 9, 1946 These trailers were 
former Washington Baltimore & Annapolis Electric Railroad cars that were acquired by tha САВЕ in 1937. For the full story on these cars please see 
the Winter 2021 issue of Fist & Fastest —Schole photo from she Willam C. jasser 


Michael P. Joynt, by substential contribution, hos made it possible to publish this page 
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a CASE% Cannonball was legendary in it own me! The Morning Cannonball was easy to identify it usually consisted of all St. Louis 450-suries cars. 
This н а rare occasion in April 1946 when a Cincinnati is leading the Cannonball The motorman is notching up the controller having jist cleared the 
{th Street curve in Maywood. From 1926 to 1951 Westchester trains served the stations in Maywood and Bellwood САВЕ trains only stopped at 
Sth Avenue Maywood, but not the Cannonball ie ran non-stop between Wheaton and DesPlaines Avenue. Forest Park On Saturdays a stop was added 
at the Main Street stations in Glen Elyn and Lombard. respectively After arrival in Chicago the 450-series continued in service on various trains 
throughout the day Every night they were reassembled in Wheaten for the following mornings Cannonball. Can you image all of the switching In 
Wheaton Yard that wat necessary to accomplish this morning ritual The Evening Cannonball typically consisted of whatever equipment that wan 
rvalable at Wells Street Terminal. А train consisting of 450-serles care is departing eastward from the Main Street Lombard station during the alten 
noon of Wednesday, May 28, 1947. This photo is notable in two respects. It wax rare to see з long train of all 450-series cars other than on the 
Morning Cannonball Perhaps it was train 104, а Wheaton-Chicago Limited that lett Lombard at 606 pm This photo was alsa the intpiration of a 
well published drawing created by George Krambles —Two photos Willem C. Janssen, Nomon Carhon Collection 


Fred D. Lonnes, by substonfcl contribution, hes mode i possible to publish this роде 
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65 Years Ago: 
The Streetcar Era in Chicago Came to an End 
April 25, 1859-June 21, 1958 


By Richard Е Begley and George Е. Kanary 


G. Моби Colection 


he streetcar era in Chicago bein 
Mond. April 25, 1839, when 
the Chicago City Railway 


Company began hone car service on State 
Strcer berween Randolph Street and 12th. 
Street (Later named Roosevelt Road), The 
streetcar era ended an Saturday, June 21 
1958, when Chicago Transit Authority 
POC 7213 (St. Louis, 1948) completed its 
тип оп the Wentworth toute and pulled. 
into the 77th Саат ar 77th Stecer and 
ies Avenue. The streetcar era last. 
el 99 years and 55 days 


Chitago hote cor service operated 
frim 1859 по 1906. Cable cars operated 
from Janay 28, 1882, ro October 
1906. The tint electric streetcars, dwing 
power from overhead electric. wires, were 


TeCABLE CARS. Looking northeast at Wabash Avenue and Congress 
C A pable carson the Соса Grove route are carrying heavy loads The-"L- sores cu Wie, in this area was constructed in 1897 —Bruce 


operated by the Calumet Electric Street 
Railway Company on Oktober 2, 1890, on 
Hrd Street in South Chicago, 
annexed to the city in 1889, 


Tn the eirly years at lesst 15 companies 
provided service in the city м v 
times. On February 1, 1914, the Chicago 
Surface Lines was formed v 
streetcar ^» one entity: CSL did 
пог own any ns or 


any other physical property a» all амега 
were owned by 


its four constituent 
panies: the Chicago Cay Кайе 
Company (CCR), the South Side compo. 
пу; the Chicago Railways Company 
(CRY), the North Side ¢ the 
Calumet and South Chic 


Vernon Winn, by substantiol contribution, hos made à possible o publish this poge 
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marily e Far Southeast Side; and 
The Southern Street Railway Company 
ESSR), a small operation whose principal 
плде was on 
Cermak Road) 
CSL lasted for 33 years und 241 
days until the assets of the streetcar com. 
panies were transferred to the CTA eff 
tive October 1, 1947. The CTA oversaw 
the demise of the streetcar system over 10 
years and 264 days bur continues to this 
day as the operator « 
‘rapid transit trains 

Jn this photo essay, we are presenting 
highlights of the streetcar era in Chicago, 

marily through photos taken. by the 
Prominent railfan photographers of the 
1940s and 1950s, 


2nd Street (later named 
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«EARLY ELEC- 
TRIC STREET- 


Robert Bischoff, by substantial contribution, hos made it possible to publish this роде 
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“ST. LOUIS ROBERTSONS. The 125 
streetcars in the 2501-2625 зе 
hased by Chicago City Railway (CCR) fr 
1901 and 1902. They were 
large windows which lowered 
completely into pockets in the side walls, a (ea 
ture copyrighted by John H. Robertson. 
Streetcar 2603 is eastbound on II Ith Stree 
near Prince In Roseland on May 15. 
941.1 is operating on Route 111 | Ith Street. 
2 single-track route with five passing sidings. 
ores A Brown photo, Norman Carlson Collection 


4 LITTLE ST. LOUIS. Chicago Union 
Traction (CUT) took delivery of 223 streetcar 
which became CSL 1101-1423 from St. Louk 
Car between 1905 and 1907. The streetcars sat 
only 36 passengers, leading to their nickname 
CSL 1353 is northbound on Lawndale Avenue 
at 25th Street in South Lawmdsle (now Little 
Village) in 1942 while running on Route 2 


Cermak-Lawndale—Chorles A. Brown ph 


{PRESSED STEELS. Chicago Railways 
) steel-bodied streetcars (701-750) 
rom Pressed Steel Car Со. of 
meant for use in the city's never-buil 

streetcar subways. They were assembled with 

Move-boks that were prominent Inside and 
the cars. whieh originally had lip 

>з. Circa 1950, СТА 745 i 


4-Cermak intersection on Blue 


Island Avenue.—Robert W Gibson photo, George 
E Капапу Cale 
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«итти BRILLS. In 1905 Chicago City Railway (CCR) 100 streetea 
and из subsidiary American Car bu R itself bı И che cara (5044 and 5076), which were vent to d 
ples. The last Ше Bills were retired in 1948. CSL $023 в standing at 1942 between runt on Route 62 Archer.—Charler 
A rca phota. Norman Carton С 

IG BRILLS. Chicago Ску Ral t с a жетс were huilt by Brill and 
из Kuhlman and American dwisiom. е сем Island Railroad on Route 
9 Ashland ci inductors were required t 
ments with raliroadt— Robert W Gibson phota, George 


Richard Е Begley, by substantial contribution, hos mode it possible to publish this poge 


= TURTLEBACKS. 
Chicago Railways bi 


ad slightly shor 
Van Buren circa 1949.—R 


+ NEARSIDES. 


cago City Railway ordered 125 sin 


arly version of Bril 39-Е 6 


Corb —Re 


lan C. Muir, by substantiol contribution, has mode it possible to publish ihis poge 


3-5827) from Br 


nbered 


ads west on Van Buren on Route 6 Divaion-State 


п (912. They were equipped with 


г to run with the doors closed 


the west side of the Cotrage Grove 


4 600 sereetcars (101-700) from Pullman. the largest order in Chicago stre 
history. These stre re ubiquitous on the ^ СТА2 abound on 63rd Street at Ashland Avenue in May 
1953, the hs for Route 63 63rd Street мге m ^ phar Peterson Archive 

~ LITTLE PULLMANS. Soon after the bi imans, Chicago ie Pumans (754-1100) in 1910. The street- 
ars were 37" shorter than the Big Pullmans. To o Р indisonguishable, Running on Route 28 Ston 

СТА 862 is southbound on Stony Island Avenue at ist Street and the Minois С h оп September В, 1949 НМ 

hota, Krambles-Peterron Archive 
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+ FLEXIBLE FLYERS. The 200 streetcars 
In this series (1800-1999) ware received by 
Chicago Railways in 1913-1914 The 180% 
were built in the companys з 


ps and the 
19005 were built by the American and Southern 
car companies. Of semi-steel construction, they 
had a propensity to twist and squirm and were 
nicknamed the Flexible Flyers CSL 1904 is east- 
bound on Chicago Avenue cirea 1948 on Route 
66 Chicago —George E Kanary Collection 


{HIGH SIDE BRILLS. А double-ended 
semi-steel car body version of the Nearsides 
the 228 streetcars (3000-3089, 6000-6137) 
were ordered from Bril) in 1914, They arrived. 
with an improved verion of the Bil 39-Е 
trucks and were smoother riding than the 
Nearsides. СТА 6063 has reached Austin 
Boulevard on Chicago Avenue after on 
Route 66 Chicago circa 1950, Car 6063 is one 
ol fire cars (6061-6065) that were rebuilt for 
one-man service as ars. The streetcar 
behind 6063 з а 169-class vehicle. Robert W. 
Gibson photo, George E. Kanary Collection 


*45 CLASS. The 45 CSL-bult streetcars in 
‘his class (2904-2922: 3093-31 18) were $0-зем- 
lightweight safety cars bui in (922 Often 
relerred to simply эз Safety Cars, they ran on 
many shorter lines. These cars were equipped 
with Brill 39E trucks with small diameter 
wheels. CSL 3095 и operating on Route 18 
18th Street and la westbound on 18th Street ar 
Jefferson Street in May 1948 —RobertW 
photo, George E Kanory Callecoon 
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65 Years Ао: The Streetzar Era ну Chicago Came man End: April 25, 1859-June 21, 1958 
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A CSL тар 1938 See commentary on page 43.—Richord F Begley collection 


Cif Burnatein, by substontiol contribution, hos mode it possible to publish this poge 
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in this class (1721-1785 by GL: 
6155-6198 by Brill were bulk 
ice on long and heavy routes 
h service, they were displaced 
by PCC cars and were converted to one-man 
ation. СТА 1740, pictured on Route 66 
оп Chicago Avenue ези of Austin 
Boulevard cires 1951, wa 
ies equipped orally with couplers for 
trailor hauling —Rabert W. Gibson photo, George 


И 78 cars in hir 


» 23 CLASS. Tho 23 CSL-buile streer 
this class (3179-1201) were nicknamed Sun 
Parlors because they were built without 

body bulkheads leaving the platforms visible v 
the riders like a residential sun parlor: They car 
bodies were the same at the 169 class but with 


deeper platforma to accommodate the 33° 
wheel trucks CTA 3179, seen at the 69th 
Сафа cirea 1952. was rebuilt as а one 


mantwo-man night ear with air doors and 
leather seats from the funeral cars —Rabert W 


Gibson photo, George E. Kanary Coleco 


4 MULTIPLE UNIT CARS. The 200 
streetcars № this group (3202-3321; 6199- 
79) were built in 1924-1926 by muhiple 
builders. These steel cars were originally 


ipped with couplers and mult 


о 1930s to 


н They were converted im 
з They were converted 


erowtewh lines, СТА 3292 а westbound on 
Route 73 Armitage en Armitage Avenue near 
ingfieid Avenue circa 1950. It was built by St 
Louia Car Co—Robert W photo, George. 


Theodore Coulton, by substantial contribution, has mode it possible to publish this page 
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^ 169 CLASS. In the early 1950s CTA painted some of the 169-class streetcars in з Philadelphia-style green with headlight wings (rather than with 
white stripe) as the indicator for front entrance car. Streetcar 3137 (Brill, 1922) is westbound on Route 21 Cermak at Cermak Road and Peoria 
Servet circa 1953—George E Konary photo 


Commentary on 1938 Map 


THE CHICAGO STREETCAR SYSTEM reached its peak in 1957, Two fines were just under one mile one-way: Route 74A Weh 
at 1110.97 miles of track when the 47th Street route was этет Racine (between Racine and Fullerton Avenues and We 
extended one block east from Lake Park Avenue ко Lake Avenue ond Larrabee Street): and Route 39A Pershing Exter 
Shore Drive. The 1938 map shows the system after the cor (on Pershing Road between Ashland and Western Avenues) 

m Furthest point north: Route 49 Western oni Westem Avenue | 
In at Номин) Street; a close second: Route 22 Clark-W 


version of the Laramie line (un Laramie Avenue berw 
19 worth 
a well x 153 on. Clark Street neat Howard Street; both at the Chicago: 
trolley buses and 125 motor buses. The equipment provided Ev ri border. 
176,196 seats, There were also 423 utility vehicles (including urthest point south: Ro 34 Riverdale on Leyden Avenue 
146 pieces of snow equipment, 114 work car and 19 sprin- ut 138th Street ar the Chicago-Dleon be 
Мет), The system carried 721,359,341 reven rers in Furthest point east: Ri 
that year. [es newest streetcars were 8) РОС» acquired ip. Nirthwest Indiana theo 
1956-1937 from St. Louis Cur. | 
The longest line was Route 36 Broadway-Stute which ran 


Harrison and Lake streets) to motor buses in lin 


1938 the CSL had 3669 passenger streetcan 


Jer 
106 106th Street and the Chicag 
gh routes all at lOórh Stree 
dianapolis Avenue-State Line Road at the Hlinois-Induna 
ate line und Chicago-Hamtond city limits. (Note: Chicago 


between Devon and Кейде Avenues and 119th and Moran: stregtcites continued into Indiana over tracks of the affiliated 
Streets, 26.34 one-way miles Hammond Whiting & East Chicago unril 1940.) 
The longest line on one street was Route 49 Western which Furthet point west: Route 63A 6354 Street Extension at 


тап оп Western Avenue between Но 


d and Mith Streets, 63rd 
11.38 one-way miles, wh 


treet and Archer Road in Summit, one of the few places 
Chicago lines ran outside of the Chicago city limits, 
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‘Dan Shea, by substantial contribution, hos mode it possible to publish this poge 
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» 1930s PCCs. The 83 1920, P 
4051; 7002-7034) were м 
St Louis Car in 1936-1937 for vse on the 
Madison routes. In November 1948. CTA 4031 
ls seen at the western terminal of Route 63 
63rd Street at 63rd Расе and Narragansett 
Avenue, while stil two-man and clad in the 
tigar stripes (мегу dating to 1945 —George 
Krambies photo, Krombies-Peterson Archive 


wired by CSL from 


» 19305 PCCs. Stopped westbound on 
Ith Street at Forrestille Avenue, РСС 4008 
stands in front of 

Pullman fame. k has been converted to one 
man operation and acquired a green and white 
рим inbound on Route 4 Cottage 
Grove circa 1954.—George Е К 


ıe famous Hotel Florence of 


section 
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«FRONT ENTRANCE CENTER EXIT 
CARS (SEDANS). СТА 3381 (Brill. 1929) 

d the green and cream paint 
Grove Avenue near 
Tard Street k в southbound on Route 4 
Cottage Grove сита 1951. The 100 
group (3322-3381; 6280-8319) were bulk by 
multiple builders and were the last standard 


red by the CSL— 


Молим Столе 


DESOTO 
PLYMOUTH 


а 
- MSN 


ма. 
SERVICE 


CC 4068 is also on Route 36 Brosdway-Seate cirea 1954. 1t his 
were 310 Pullmans in the РСС» of the 19406 —беогре E Konory 
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The Last Streetcar Lines in Chicago 


By George E. 


nary 


lr WAS CUSTOMARY IN CHICAGO for е Mongin). Two carban а: decided that the Wentworth portion 


conductor of а two-man streetcar or the Devon at Clatk-Schi 


served the n 


h Route 22 had too much service for th 
lf of the 


motorman of à bne-man stréetcar to and 770 ar 77rh-V зе south. ership- This led to abour hi 


annonce "End of the line, far as we go” a The routes even cûn on the sme street for serving the north portion only. The street 


the car arrived ar its terminal. This hap: two m between Divers went to the Cottage Grove Сат at 
pened for the hist time early in the mom. 100 North). 36th Street for midday storage. They were 
ing of June 21, 1958, when St. Louls-built wed por: recalled їп the afternoon for mah hour 
POC 7213 arrived near the carba at Four vice. This lasted until riden complained 
77th Street and Vincennes Avenue. А sor. and 36 plus about the long waits between cary and the 
rowful group of mourners descended from adway and South Side service was ultimately restored 
the car for ane fase photograph before it Route 42 Halsted- Downtown. n December 5, 1955, the southern (ut 
pulled off the street and ono the caban Тһе Clark- Wentworth route was one of State Street) portion. of the Broadway 
property: It was rhe last revenue streetcar the Big Five, five car lines in Chicago in State line was converted to buses. The 
to operate on the streets of Chicago and the early 1930s that handled more rider streetcar route became Route 36 Broadway 
an era that lasted nearly one hundred years ship than the total routes of many other with the southern terminal at State and 
had ended. big cities: In 1945, before the Green Polk Streets The last new streetcar rack 
Streetcar 7213 had spent many of irs ten Horner РОС cam arrived, the Clark. in Chicago was permit tums 
yea on the property plying Route Wentworth line carried 435.8 million pas from southbound State Street into west 
Clark Wentworth and Route 36 sengers utilizing 144 Red Rocker type cam hound Polk Street and to adjust the single 
Proalway-State. The Clark-Wentworth during rush periods. Always а car in wight! track from westhound Polk to allow the 
route wae 21 one-way miles (Clark-Howand Soon after the Chicago Trai ats to тиб, north onto the former south 

Slu-Halited). The Broadway-State line Authority (CTA) takeover of the Chic их track on Dearborn Street. Thus, the 
win the longest in the ciry ш 25,26 ове: Surface Lines and the Chicago Rapid  inometwuthern loop was via State, Polk 


way miles (Schreiber Clark to 119th. Transit Company on October 1, 1947, it Dearborn and Kinsio Streets 


^ BROADWAY-STATE. СТА РСС 4340 (Pullman. 1947) 
Side while working on Route 36 Broadhway-Seate. Itn a var 


i southbound on Clark Street at Lincoln Park Wen 
rm November 8, 1953.—Roymend De Groote је photo < 


к headed for che Loop and the South 
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= WENTWORTH. With just one month remaining for Chicago streetcars, CTA РСС 4384 (St Louis, 1948) i eastbound on Bist Street approach- 
ing Normal Avenue, May 25, (958. Despite its rare destination sign of Clark-V Buren, the streetcar is headed to Kinzie and Dearborn Streets on 
‘ha truncated Route 22 Wentworth line —Wiliom C. Jonsen phota, Krambles-Feterzan Archive 


On February. 18, 1957, the Broadway car was claimed to be forty уем». POC сату Меме. St Louis-buile POC 4391 was ге 
line wis converted to buses followed by that we п 1948 making them 75 cued from scrap former Electric 
the northern (or Clark Street) end of the — year old in 2023 are operating dependably Railway Hist xiery and in 
Clarke Wentworth route on September 7, in daily service im San Franco on the dependable workhorse at IRM, operating 
1957. The surviving streetcar route heaviest trafficked line in rhe ciry regularly at 75 years of age 
became Route 22 Wentworth with a Photos taken on the fast day of servi Je from the many features that were 
northern loop af Harrison, Dearborn, vividly show the level of decrepitude that эсеп along the Clark Wentworth line wa 
Kinsie and Clark Streets The Devon the CTA had inflicted on these once- the roller coter street arrarigeinent on 
Carham was closed at this time and all beautiful can. Battered ond filthy at only Clark ut 16th Street. While this would not 
run operite ftom 77th Carham. ten years of аре best describes the last yeas have been unusual in Pittsburgh where the 


POC em Routes 22 and of the РОС» m Chicago. Was 
ated with both Pullman-built wns not conside 


J even in fair weather. it was quite à thrill fora Падиља Chicas 
таме) by their rider on a southbound Сай: Wentworth 


һе cars РОС cars performed like mou 


36 wen 
were op 


and St, Louts-built streetcars Subsequently The crews had to be emb 


the west and 
& Мет 
ly plunge down 


СТА decided то eliminate streetcars te 
entirely with components from many 


plete reversal of the Chicago Surface 10 rise over the Chic 


them used as ports in the 6201-6720 and Lines’ impeccable maintenance Indiana tracks then 
the 1-50 senes "Subway cars: All the The 60 
me by mid-1956 followed (including the 570 that utilized the POC 


те "L" Subway cars under the St. Charles Air Line viaduct 


Pullmans were 
by the St. Louis саг 
The citizens of Chicago were told that have heen returned n» СТА property from 
СТА could save $17,000 оп the cost of a private museums а 
new "L" car by sicrificing the POC cari and members of the CTA for spectal events) — Early ii the m 
with chat money saved could buy a new have heen gone from ге 13 negotiated the roller 
bus. No mention was made that the Ме of for years, Seve 
а bus was 20 years while the life of a POC seen and ridden 


minging hack into the street, View 
w York Central, Rock bland: and 
| Plate trains could be seen at the top 


ar components, except for four tha 


restored by retired of the ње 


ter for. 


he time while closing out the street- 
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The Streetcar Era in Chicigo Came ь 


= SNOW EQUIPMENT. Chicago's winters regularly brought out the snow sweepers a 
on Western Avenue at Roscoe Street on March 20, 1955, аз an inservice Route 49 Western PC 
by Chicago Railways Company Robert W Gibson photo, WR Кеси! Archive 


+ PRESERVATION. Chicago streetcars survive today 
Museum. lt i seen here on August 1, 2021. It is the sole survivor of the 600 РССА b 


СТА РСС 4391 (St 
he 19404 
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= SALT CARS. Among he many non-revenue vehicles was CSL AAT which was buit by Chicago Union Traction a passenger car 4187, beer CSL 
1441. was converted to а salt carin December 1931, k 1 shown carrying н bags at che North Avenue Carum on Ро 14 1948 Man 
W Gon phota WR Keeni Archive 

‘WORK CARS. Малу specal purpose vehicles were required to keep the systern in excellent condition In january 1948 CTA work car W212 a 
southbound on Каде Avenue and is passing the Кобе Carbarn at Vin Buren Street The double tuck Тогтоа velici was bull m 190] lor 
Chicago Ску Railway Аа Küreci phot WAR Keen Arche 

к = SS ] 
# — A 

ae 2 
== 
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Оп Тор of the World 
By Bruce G, Moffat 


QUNTY HOSPITAL 


#4 Two views showing the car baing used to 
help patients with mobility challenges. learn 
ТУ HOSPITAL how to board and alight 


BR. | 
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West Towns Madison Street Line 


By Norman Carlsc 


All Photos from the Walter В. Ке 


a street railway company wi 


3 


s and approximat 


pine scheme with vie added safety stripes, near 
and Austin, No such luxury existed for West Tow 
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+С 133 и мек 
bound on Madison 
егет Wis 


сапып and Maple 
Avenues one block 
em of Harlem 
Avenue on October 
6, 1946, Harlem is the 
boundary between 
Onk Park and Forest 
Park —Robert W. Gib 
son photo 


Edward J. Kedzie, by substontiol contribution, hes mode it possible o publish this page 


Car 127 в at Harlem Avenue and Madison 
Street on Septembor 28. 1946. West Towns 
Chicago Avenue голе cars used Madison 
Street for about one-half mile between Harlem. 
and Des Plaines Avenues Ас 10-Х miles in 


ago. From Madison Street an outbound 
саг went south on Des Plaines Avenue, east on 
Roosevelt Road, south on Laramie Avenue and 


Sth Street to Austin Boulevard. 


This was an amalgamasi 


ofa number of prod- 
Car 103 was serv 
эз it s about то 
1940 The car is painted in the yellow scheme 
io аз the marigold 

scheme — Two photos Fielding Kunecke 


that was also referre 
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=A few blocks west of Dex Plaines Avenue was 
the Sao Line crossing Madison Street was the 
property line between the Baltimore & Омо 
Chicago Terminal and the Soo Line, Car 103 
was heading westbound on June 15, 1946. » On. 
Jone 11, 1946, car 107 crossed the Des Plaines 
River The river з the boundary between Forest 
Park and Maywood—Two photos Robert W 
Gibron = Саг 127 is westbound west of It 
Avenue In Maywood on September 28, 1946 
All of West Towns’ streetcars were assembled 
by McGuire Cummings or its successor 
between 1912 and 1927. Cars bui after 1919 
were not assigned to Madison Street. The last 
put scheme оп there cars was blue and 
white —fiekdng Kunecke photo 


Richord Kessmonn, by substantial contribution, has made it posible to publish this poge 
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^ The double track on Мад 


just east of 19th Амели 


› On August 9, 1946, car 101 was jus 
Madison Street on 19th Avenue. On 

26, 1946, service waz cut back to 
Cars reversed on 19th Avenue unti the 
of streetcar service, March 29, 1947. =. 
has just departed on an eas 
ls on [9th Avenue just sou 
North Western tracks 
Melrose Park 19th Avenue isthe location of the 
Melrose Park station on Metrai Union Pacific 
West Line Just beyond the tracks is Lake Street. 
and West Towns’ Lake Street lin 
of streetcar operation on Lake 
March 29, 1947 Lake Street and Madis 
were the short 
4-4 and 4.5 miles, res 
Robert W. Gibson 
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Making Way for “Progress”: 
Making Room for Garfield Park Trains During 
Expressway Construction 


By Bruce С. Moffat 


PROPOSED RAPID TRANSIT 
OPERATION ON VAN BUREN 


METROPOLITAN 
ELEVATED CAR. 


METROPOLITAN 
ELEVATED CAR 


Tavex 
тоот woe 


ж w 


«c STREET 


sto-x-z240 
ses JEC 


This diagram prepared by СТАЗ Staff Engineering Office. dated january 3. 1951, shows just how tight clearances would be И trains operated in 
mixed trafic. This scheme assumed that even with a complete rebuilding ofthe track to widen the “devil strip to accommodate passing rapid transit 
cara, it was going to be a very tight squeeze —Authorh Colecon 


t the start of 1950 planning for 
the construction of the Congress 
treer Expressway жаз already 
well underway. The expressway, was 
planned to extend from just south of 
Chicago’ Loop through the city’s west 
side und westem suburbs to the Cooke 
DuPage County Line At the time, 
Congres Street was not the large six to $ 
lame wide thoroughfare that skirts 
Chicago Loop district (now named Ld В. 
Wells De. east of Halsted), but rathet а seg- 
mented secondary artertal generally hav- 
Ing two traffic lanes with parking alone 
the curbs. 
In the downtown area the street only 
extended from Columbus Drive in Grant 
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Pork to State Street. The streer didn't 
resume again until Wells Street und ended 
abruptly at the Chicago. River lew than 
ско short Blocks farther west. Beyond the 
river the streer resumed at Desplaines 
Street (not to be confused with Desplaines 
Avenue in Forest Park) and continued 
west a» a mither nondescript side. street 
ending st Central Avenue. 

As рат of the exptesseay construction 
many buildings were demolished so that 
Congress could be “pushed through" and 
‘become the primary feeder to the new 
high-speed grade-separsted “supethigh- 
way” which technically began at the 
Circle Interchange (todays Jane Byrne 
Interchange) near Halsted Street. 


The highway planners had already 
determined that the new exprewway's 
alignment would require the complete 
removal of the Chicago Transit 
Authority’: Metropolitan Main Line and 
the Garfield Park brinch for a distance of 
25 miles which woukl be occupied by the 
expressway. This left Chicago's elected 
leaders and the СТА staff with the proh- 
lem of either suspending “L” service 
hetweets those pointe during the construc- 
tion or somehow finding a suitable tempo- 
nity realignment. 

СТА and city engineering groups set 
uhout developing alternatives and identi- 
fying needed infrastructure changes for the 
temporary relocation of the rapid transit 


Fred D. Lonnes, by substontiol contribution, has mode it possible Yo publish this poge 


Oe RAP. Ta 
2-<=- З-а=ат 


Ч-азазтаз Алллаччата 


Furuse сочащися sr 
тата DEVE 


fite- Even the best solution was going to 
be û poor substiture for what CTA was 
out to lose due to the construction. But 
in the long тип, the Authority would yin 
a vastly improved rail roure in thie median 
f the new expressas. 

Among those grappling with the chal- 
lenge wis the agency's Staf Engineering. 
Office (SEO). Perhaps the earliest uf their 
concept» wis outlined in ап April 28, 1950 
intemal memo: The memo presented а 
comprehensive service plan, which among 
other things, called foe the complete us- 
pension of service West if Halsted. Shuttle 
tti would run from the Loop only as far 


in Halal. Replacement hus service would 
be provided from Clitton Street westward 
to Harlem Avenue an the Osk Park-Forest 
Park border. In all probability this plan did 
not gw over well with local political leaders 
oF СТА» own senior management. А serv- 
ce suspension was nor a viable option. 


Street Running for the “L” 

Next up was a plan to reroute "L" and. 
Chicago Aurora & Elgin trains onto the 
Von Buren streetcar tracks, which сап 
along the north edge of the future express- 
way, from Racine Avenue to Sacramento 
Bial. The street wan ned with a birge 


Vernon Winn, by substantial contribution, hos made И possible to publish this poge 


mimber of medium und small buildings 
that were going to be demolished in the 
name of "progres" (and urban renewal). 

On July 14, 1950, an internal memu was 
sent by Harold A, Otis, CTA Engineer uf 
См Equipment to Ме БА. Imhoff, who 
headed the ugency’s electrical engineering 
unit responsible for traction power matters, 
Oris. requested an evaluation of the wit- 
ability of routing rapid tratuit train» onto 
the streetcar tracks If deemed feasible, this 
approach. would limit construction costs 
for the temporary bypass, although operat- 
ing in mixed traffic with cars, trucks and 
their unpredictable driven could bring its 
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Making Way for "Progress 


: Making Roum for Garfield Park Trains During Expres 


GARFIELD AND DOUGLAS PARK “L” ROUTES 
STATION МАР 


GROUND LEVEL OPERATION 
IN VAN BUREN STREET 


ја 
О 5. served в vem 


бк® РАК ЈИ Û inten Served by Al won 
—— vein 

МАЧЕМ ® 

e NÉS 


<А july 1953 instructional folder included this map showing the revised Garfield Park 
‘operation that would begin on September 20, Dougis Park trains would be rerouted via 
the Lake Street line to the Loop beginning Apri) 4, 1954. Authors Colecuon 
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о я 


own set of problems. Mr- Oris! analysis did 
nor address the traffic aspects bur concen- 
rated on the “nurs and bolts” aspects av ir 
pertained w the CASEY can sme of 
which м hey larger in terms of over- 
all height and width (measured over the 
grab irons) than СТАУ own cars. 


Mr. Е А. Imhoff 
In reply то your phoned inquiry about 
sperating CAGE. арарт Van 
Buren Street, 1 have the 
The шец CAFE. сан ате 9' б. 
wide over the grah handles and the track 
center om Van Buren отет 9' & 
Tho would в e beween 
are of only 2" if the car bodies 
did wot voll Џиму. The тий» uniler 
these cars permit consilerihle rolling and 
мм not consider 2° а vafe «шта 


wing t 


T 


even for slow speed operat. 

The mack on Van Buren Smeer i laid 
чий 130 fh. 9° moved girder rail. This 
má thar im all of he special werk 
the small street сат flange 
accommodate the пића 
— the C.A. FE, амі 
wd Transit. Dision. Operum 


the large lange wheel in he small z 
чой ruin the [langes 

The Elecevcal Department ha just 
меш the height of roley wine under 
the Rockwell Smet viaduct and тер 
û II" 1287. The Pullman o 
САВЕ. have ап overall height of 14 
47 (exer а roof mounted fuse bas) и 
height of 13 oer the тоў, nat 
тайыйт the Holley board and trilley 
The St. Lowis cars 12° 34" w mof, not 
including the molley bouts and miley. 
From the above it Ө evident that these 
can cannot operate мт this watt 

1 find on mvestigstion shut all the cars 

the CLA E, do have swatches fir di 
sting the third тай hoc wh 
ating an overhead molley altho 
are seldom thrown ar there В 
жетг! rolley operation 
САВЕ. Unless some 
provided to msune trüimmen throuimg бз 
эши, a hazard would result from oper 


айар trains on the street with third rail 
ves lo. 


НА Otis 


h rhe clearance problem under. 
наве ar 
ted by simply 


Wolter R. Keevil, by substantial contribution, hos made it possible 1o publish this poge 
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AND AURORA & ELGIN R. R. 
TO REPLACE EXISTING 


urban service while Congress 


EXISTING 
усту 


Newest proposal for providing west side rapid transit and inter- 


st. expressway is being built, 


BUILDING MOVES 
| ‘L' INTO STREET 


Garfield Park to Shift 
with Aurora-Elgin 


Ax в весну tor permitting 
erestroetion ө! the Congress sE 
ins af the Gar. 


зимми, 


тет 
hela р, 


Тий war scone yesterday by | 


Mayer Ranney, who sald te re- 
rine wold he affective abt 
Jan. 1. The Мал uns поима | 
by я special сое of ann 
me Red representaties ofthe 


Хант te wievated тост 
lon "боесу Mull ема the 
erning abd дина Eigis talia 
Je ta be operated in the erster 
B Ven Mure wt from Sacramento 
fy. он the west 

py 

| pints Sacramento and Паси 
| that Mme elevated structure munt | 
| ве resed because n in the! 


Engineering work was apparently well underway in August 1950, when the Chicago Tribune ran this article with 
тар detailing the planned diversion of Garfield Park trains ono a temporary alignment to allow for demolition. 
‘of the elevated structure to allow for construction of the Congress Street Expressway Author Colection 


digging out the underpass, the other 
could nor be addressed so easily: chief 
among these being the track itself. A draw 
ing prepared by the Authority’. Chief 
У Office dated Febn 


outlined three scenarios or 


heme 
Plücemént of the temporary trackage 
Scheme "А? called for replacement of the 
existing streetcar girder rail and with stan 
Чи! 90 pound "tee" (typical n 
typically used by CTA. The tracks would 
renin in the center of the street but be 
spaced further apart. The main operational 
drawback was thar motormen would still 
end with vehicular traffic. At 
least the widening of the "track centen” 
from 9 3.5" по а more generous 11" O (and 
im the other two schemes to 127 0") 
addressed the worry uf swaying “L cars 


from coming into contact with passing 
trains, bur many other challenges 
remained. Schemes "B' and °C called for 
the new trackage ti he built on the south 


half of the street right of wn 
the existing streetcar track 
hut separated from street t 


and on rop of 
id pavement, 
fic by а guard 
ail. Overhead trolley operation was still 


even И not explicitly referenced in the 
driwing. None of the options were in 


On the electrical side, a re 
‘existing power distribution stem (trolley 
wire and feeder cable) along Van Buren 
revealed that complere replacement would 
be needed: the trolley wire (last renewed 
in 1928) had reached the end of its useful 
life, and the feeder cables (installed 1909. 
1915) had insufficient capacity to handle 
the heavier electrical demand of rapid 
т. And if all of the above was 
ot enough, there were ch 


mes по get 
ting federal approval to purchase rhe need- 
ed copper due to Korean Warrelated 
restrictions on the material. And lastly, 
costs were also estimated for equip 


Casimer Piszczek, by substantial contribution, hos mode # posible to publish this poge 


‘ide of the sapeeshighway rih! 
э. 


тиз of te Douglas Pari 
elevated line At presens, thie 
| хо censects чим the Саи! 
Fark tracks at Paulina st several 
Bes weet of Racine 


101 wood "L" cars with trolley poles, reli 
ed electrical equipment and other minor 
modifications would add more 
Interestingly, consideration was alio given 
м one point to retrofitting trolley poles 
onto 40 of the then-new («ries “L 
can. Although this did not happen, CTA 
would later dd poles to a few 6000-seriex 
can for Evanston service 


More Options Evaluated 

Леву, in-mreet operation posed more 
problems than benefits, loxting CTA and 
the city to consider other opting. Virgil 


Gunlock, Commissioner of Chicago's 
Deparment of Subways and Supethigh: 
ways suggested moving the north half of 
the existing elevated structure north to the 
ће of the constriction sone immediately 
jacent по Van Buren Street. Anothet 
early proposal was for construction of a 
wooden elevitted structure! These ideas 
were quickly shot down by 25th Wand 
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Se ee 


Making Wiay for “Progress”: Making Room for Garfield Park Trains Drei 


А training pamphlet. issued ts motormen 
plained the operating procedures chat 
applied to this unusual reroute- Included in the 
instructions was this diagram showing the iay- 
out of signs and the rather rudimentary cross- 


img protection employed. Alertness wat 
stressed and for good reason.—Author’s 
Collection 


Alderman James Bowler who feared that 
the temporary structure would become 
permanent eyesore. Whar is remarkable, 
least by today's standards, was thar all par 
ties concemed жети to great lengths «о 


ensure thot rapid transit service continued 
during highway construction. 

A January 25, 1952, engineering depart 
ment memo mentioned thar it had been 
decided tsi build the temporary trackage on 
the south half of Van Buren Street. Unlike 
Schemes IY and 'C mentioned above, the 
track area would he completely excavated 
to lower the track grade und a fenced right 
«зау wits aided to separate vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic from the trains. Use of 
overhead trolley was dropped in favor of 
Чит current collection. 

Even with these featu 
кип ro be slew. Rather than relying on 
conventional crossing gates. lights, bells 
and railtond crosbucks, the сту opted ro 
go with an incredibly bure-hones approach 
to grade crossing protec 
ordinary traffic signal and m 
tond crying signage. Whar is unique 
about the setup wa» that trafie signals 
activated by photoelectric: beams were 
wed ta detect arriving trains. The general 
ins pull-up to а “мор” 

streets that 
were to remain open (later reduced to 10). 
The signal facing arriving trains was 
always red. In the proces of stopping the 
train intemupted a photo-electric bes 
rriggering the traffic signal controller 
initiate а special “напэў” signal phase- 
Following a predetermined wait nme, the 
traffic signals governing normal road traf 
fic changed ro red, simultanenely the 
train’ motorman would observe an "Ale" 
message displayed helow the red signal 
ight, and once all uf the signals governi 
street traffic had timed to red, a yellow 
“proceed with caution” aspect was dis 
played: An "electric eye” on the far side of 
the crossing terminata the "railroad" ste: 
ul phase and restored the intersection те 
normal operation. 
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зау Сотис 


Ц \ 
PHOTO-ELECTRIC 
CELL DEVICES 


words "STOP HERE". 


TYPICAL STREET INTERSECTION 


Regardless of the aspect displayed by the train 
traffic signals, trains are required to make a 
full, positive stop at each open intersection. This 
stop must be made within five feet of a stop 
board which is a yellow octagon sign with the 
The sign is located in | 
| front of the train traffic signal. 


есиме of this ubuwial setup, СТАУ comparable to 


schedule writers aviutbed an average эрсе 
of 9 miles per hvur when drafting the ink 


inated «peed had 


in mixed traffic. Since 


temporary trackage lacked block (track 
rial schedules in November 1952. Oddly occupancy) signal protectic 
enough, the 9 mile për hour figure wa» timings were designed ко theoreti 


fic signal 


ally 


im 


Steven A. Felsenthal, by substantial contribution, hos made it possible to publish Mis page. 


= Оп August 18. 1983, the ceremonial first test run was made 


for the benefit of the press as various CTA Transportation Department personnel 


looked оп. Taken ас Paulina Street lc is puzzling how chis one car train was expected to accelerate and coast across the intersection from a sanding 
‘top this close to the crossing, Whether it made the leap without the need for a 600 volt “stinger” is unknown, but in practice, wood car tras had 


to be at lease three cars зо that they would not 


limit te 


xeupancy berween any tw 


trais operating 


in opposing. directions 
wh] use. the 


Despite the signal 


creasing simulranevxly?), 


ст Intentions, 
Whe photo accompanying this article does 


show two trains moving east together 
Perhaps this was due то the lead train run 
ning lote anıl an impatient mororman 


piloting the sce 

The City’s traffic engineers assumed that 
» womewhar more optimistic top tran 
speed of 15.5 miles per hour but that only 
worked i ancided with the 
cycles of the respective traffic signals and 


wete not forced to stop at the interet 


tions This was impractical hecause of the 


minimil тше « the planned 


protection and also becuse arriving traits 


would not activate the "railn ә! 


phase until they were а mere 30 feet from 
the intersection. 


An August 4, 1952, CTA En 
Deparment memo had th 


say about 


the city’s traffic signal plan. 


The [uff signal 


vdd il prefer 


mer other st 


nce т чер, v э 
МРН. without be 
[ 


i алый» expect: 
that the 14 МРН 


аыр 


¥ thar the CASES management 
enthused with the Van Buren sere 


David A, Wilson, by substantial contribution, hos mode it possible to publish this poge 


get stranded while coasting across intersecting streets —Authork Collection 


The 


ice plan would be an undénstáteme 
interurban even toc 


requesting that the Ilinois. Commerce 


vt Њиве à special order barring 
the railroad from operating vver the track 
age. The Car 
had the practical effect of relieving the 
company from running into Chicago ar all 
Thec 


ver CTA train operations, so planning 


on obliged which a 


mmission did not have any author. 


val uninterrupted 


Van Buren Reroute Goes Into Effect 


Over the remaining months of 1952 and 
the first part of 1953, the operating plan 
was further refined, ullowing the diversion 


of Garfield Park "L" trains to the new sur 
face devel smacks from Racine (o 
Sacramento to take place in two stam 


westhound trains on Seprember 20, 1953 


and eastbound trains seven days later. 


Sommer 2023 FirstiiFastest | 61 


Making Way for “Progress 


jarfield Park Trains Пит 


PA 953 fer issued 
to area renders 
warning. about s 

danger of trespassing 
om the new пиће 

iol плаще | 
Authors Coler 


DANGER 
кис coe 
KEEP OUT) 


A 
SPECIAL 
MESSAGE 

TO 


PARENTS | 


During construction of the Congress Street Superhighway alongside Van Buren 
Street. in the ares between Racine Avem Sacramento. Avenue, childer 
re терт to have Doon trespassing in viulntion of warning signe posted on tbe 
fences йош the construction area. 


trespassing wos dangerous then, but t will be even more hazardous bo 
К Monday, Augue. 17: 1061, On thie date electric power will be tarned on 
RE ed rolls providing electric current for the Garfield Park trains to be 
оре Vt reet pride in the section of Van Buren Street, between Racine 
rente and Sacramento Avenue. 


From Monday, August 17. 1955, through Sunday, August 30, 19 
alls wil be carrying electric current every weekday from 4:30 pm. to 
nd all day and all night on Saturdays and Sundays. 


з, the thi 


Beginning Monday, August 31, 1053, the third rade alongside the train tricks 
io Ein Бе тагу electric power every day, twenty-four bours в day. This 
tar wi continue ши Garfield’ Park trans are removed from the 
А Ман шгп. Street, and are operating in the madian trip of the below м 
rade superhighway, probably late in 1952. 


ave bom and ary being taken to warn everyone cûn: 
cerned that тенше on this private right-of-way ie dangerous. Warning signs 
fare Been parted ne every stront intersection, at every dead-end street, antl on tbe 
fences aking thw Garfield Park ^L 

etch of right-of 
13, when regula 
stroet trait signals, 
боеп installed. 


"The operation of G 
tween Racine Aven 
^ removing the "1 


Elaborate редиме 


‘on the North and on the South. Thie 
may will also be patrolled until 12:01 a m., Sunday, September 
айл “operation is to begin. Special train control signale, and 


lutematically operated by an "electric eye" aystem, have 


дада Park trains ot street grade in Van Buren Street, lw. 
d Sacramento Avenue, № compelled by the necémity 
Niunicture in this ares to make way far superhighway n- 


Chicago Transit Authority earnestly solicits your cooperation, and porticularly 
the cooperation of porents, in emphasizing to all children in the neighborhood 


the hazards of trespassing on this private right-of-way. 
CHICAGO TRANSIT AUTHORITY 


-- 


То offset the time lost due го the surface 


directly related по expressway construction built through a portion of the platforms 


operation. the Authority incrementally in some form, The Van Buren reroute CTA Schedule Department 
reduced the number of stops along the line directly affected eight stops between report on Garfield Park train operations 
from 28 (FranklinVan. Buren station at Kedzie and Halsted; seven were Буриме artiallly repr in Shore 
the edge of the Loop to Desplaines, mchu- by the new surface trackage which No, | — Couperation, Mores 
sive) in 1951 то jest 14. Some were closed сошус had no stations, while the eighth at ing with a review of selected 


hue n 


low ridership 


re close Sacramento was closed became the титр 


others were more at the west end of the surface trackage was 


62 | First Fastest Summer 2023 


listed im а 1954 Garfield Park 


trips 
timetable, reveals thar westbound panen 


+ The former eastbound streetcar track along with the entire south half ofVan Buren Street has been removed and track installation was well under- 
way in this view looking west from Western Avenue on October 10, 1952. In the left background a Chicago Aurora 8 Elgin train i visible on the "L 
Wim Hoffman photo/Authar Cotecvon 


gery who had ridden local trans peior t 
th ved а faster nde 
unfortunately, the same could not be said 


for those who had previously used the 
Westchester. Express trains, while the 
results were a bit more mixed for ease 
hound trains (sce rable at right). 

Because of the unusual nature of this 
operation, which differed significantly 
from uny other on the rapid transit, the 


Authority issued a special training pam 
phlet outlining precautions that needed t 


be taken at the rather under-protected 


street crosing One рамад 


тиг operate 
caution acros th 
specially alert fen 
lights, Even 
ана while 

тшп тше 


Pedestrians or whicles may come 


behind the razr of the 


phos 


Motormen definitely needed to be alert 
The Van Buren reroute set the stage for 
CASE’ permanent cuthy 
Desplainies Avenue, Forest Park, which took 


January 1950 April 1954 
Express Local All Stops (Local) 
| AM Rush 1 ж 68 | 
| Base (midday) 285 3 | 
| PM Rusk 28 » 338 | 
Evening w m m 


| Eastbound 2 Desplaines Avenue to Franklin/Van Buren 


January 1950 April 1954 — | 
Express Local All Stops (Local) 
AM Rush 285 E 36-38 | 
Base (midday) 295 325 » 
PM Rush 33-36 36 3537 
Evening 31 ИШ D 
place on Sunday, September 20, 1953. By from downtown to Laramie Avenue. 


this time the CASE was al n the 
slow paith to total abandonment. CTA offi 
cial were probably qı 
longer having to handle their mains. Indeed, 
cach company felt that the othe 


were adversely impacting their operation 
The Van Buren 
remained in service until fune 22, 


suce tra 


when the Congress Expressway opened 


Extension of the expressway through Oik 
an] 
nof the 
L'ICA&E trackage as well as thar of the 
B&OCT which is covered in Shore Line 
Dispatch Number 11 From Garfield 'L to 
Blue Line Ra msir by David Wilson. 

er Кола fi 


Park would rake several more 


involved the complicated relecar 
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Milking Way fer “Progress 
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mally displayed "red" in the top lens. The middle len 
om lens which allowed the motorman to proceed. There 


v eastbound Garfield Park train to clear the tempor 
he east of the normal ali 
d Congress Erpres 


Avenue crossing in late 1953. This 


ol the Western Avenue 


Raymond DeGroote phot 
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+ On April 20, 1958, with the end of the Van Buren surface operation in 
charter using former Northwestern Elevated 1024 along with work car 
‘Avenue. It was very unusual for former northside 717 cars to venture out on th 


CHICAGO TRANSIT 
ЖАЮ ENGINEER S СУРСЕ 


GARFIELD 
RAPID TRANSIT ROUTE 


Еа | 5]5Е0-Х-5воэ| 


‘=A track map showing the Garfield Park line as it looked in 1957: Less than a year later the line would be history—replaced by che Congress rapid 
transit line.— Authors Collection 
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CP Control of KCS Approved + 


By Norman Carlson 
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mber 2022 as К approach 


Avenue just 


Of the downtown Elgin sa- 


train consisting of a few auto 


tratvaction with Metra assumi И CPKC freight trains oper 


hip of. Milwaukee 


West and North 


iet» and the track Mic ben ' red го be reported to the 
This agreement pr ; 
bur may make reasonable traffic adjust d 


А major concert of th Canadian Pacific Kansas City, CPKC 
maintenance of existin, У СР drove а ceremonial final 
where th 1 ike in Knocke Yard. 
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CN has recently completed 
Homewood а headquart 


refurbishment of its business train chat i based in the former Minois Central Markham Yar 


in Homewood, Ilinois. 
for СМЕ US-based operauons. The cara are now painted in thi very striking adaptadon of CN' black, red and white 
paint scheme. = Оп March 8.2023, ehe train ts approaching Stearns Road in Bartlet пой. The two-powtion signal in the background is the approach 
Signal for North lows Junction, the connection to the former IC lowa Division, This location was known as Munger on the IC. = The train is landed. 
тог on the former Eigin johet & Eastern. We do not knaw the destination, Note the traditional Maple Leaf insignia next to the steps. Now if you 
fook very carefully at the lettering on the gate at the center of the railings you will see the words Ilinois Central We believe that this is formes IC 
business car |. Reportedly а second dome car is being prepared for this train — Two photos Mark Шопиго 


+ On May 2,2023, CN operated their United States business train for a 
evecitves made a major presentation 


our of the farmer Elgin, olet & Eastern. On the following day CN' senior 
0 their future business projections to а group of Wall Street financial analysts and investors. Powering the 
train were the EJAE and IC heritage units The train п crossing the former Manon, now CSX, crossing in Dyer: Indana јет Burd photo 
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The North Shore Line Returns 


By Eric Bronsky and John Nicholson 
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Jeonette Dresdow, by substantial contribution, has mode it possible to publish this poge 


sae was "business as usual" x North Shore Line trains maintained thair schedules throughout che diy. Combine 251 drifts past the platform at East 
Union heading 3 three-car train on à westbound run—Bruce Moffar photo 


sec city car 354 carrying foll loads of day: For many, of courte, rilingthevatious — Inside the Eor Union Depot, which 0 
agers an: cst loop for clawed of мее] cars on the mainline was now heared for year-round we, cooley de 

rime in 20 years. Making ten trs the highlight ofthe day: It's hard to believe oanad with the North Shore line emblem 

mun war Tom Jervan, theonly for that thee powerful, fast interurhan cars and various other irems wete being sid to 

mer North mployee on hand that ane nearing à century of service осону Additional item 
have in the mum 


lounge section of the Ele 
# the Ио 
Railway Museum are to be commended for 


The voluntee and 


me anil without 
the North 
eum s. The large 
Fur it mirrored the 


ку the Ne 
life that dit 
ally died, T 


sho have kept 


publics. contin 


Inull's super-interuehan 
hr back 


all these & 


4 With the catenary overhead and а transmis- 
чоп tower т the background. you could con- 
vince yourself youre once again watching 
North Shore rains race along the Skokie Valley 
Route. in reality, combine 25! and Silverliner 
‘conch 757 have crossed Seeman Road and ate 
entering Johnson siding ВА Becwar photo 
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= The occasion brought Merchandise Dispatch 
ar 229 out on 

doors in th 

a bit tight for 


е line that doy As there are no 


» Longtime IRM member Randy Hicks ts at the 


controls of MD car 229.—Lou Gerard photo 


<The turprie of the day vas the appearance 
of North Shore streetcar 354. makin 


runt over the line in 20 years. Warning belly 
chime and signals wig-wag as the car gdes 
acrons ЈАМА Central Ave. Crew members Jon 


ended Its city s 
car had ope 


Joseph Я. Hazinski, by substontil contribution, hos made jt ром to publish this page 


= 


call ў И 


Kim Weaver, by substonfial contribution, hos made it possible to publish this роде 


Insull’s Smaller E 


Shore Line Modeling 
Conducted by Eric Bronsky 

THE EARLIEST 

NORTH SHORE LINE MODELS? 


ages 


tography The quality of the detailed 44" scale models, built 
hwood Shop's finest craftsmen, is remarkable for re correctly - n 


came from 
d the image 
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Here's the view pedestrians xw while strolling past the window of the 
Outing & Recreation Bureau. Note the promotional signs. The building 
located at 72 W Adams 

headquarters of Commonwealth Edison, once owned by Samuel Imull 


in downtown Chicago, 


Miniature North Shore Line Is 


Trains Circle Tracks 


exhibit ol the sam 


nied ai the столиц, [n the cen 

им! (отлей by ihe mcs ы a b 
relief of she entite North Shore Lin 
wm. meluding both rail les amd 
designatmg all impemtant points served 


Exhibit Draws Large Crouds 
The exhibit was neceniy displayed 


wf the Ошту and Recreation 


West Adams St., Chicago 


and attracted Lange crowils of interested 
spectutens. |t wis contri 

supereiion of Henry С 

Mechanic, and Kenneth Wilkins 
perfection im this wir Le 


"Insull's Smaller Empire" is an open forum for those who model Chicagoland's electric т 
стану рии, information or 


questions 


The portable layout, together with the Elec 
was proudly displayed at a 
location unknown. The wicke 
for many years the Shore early wood dining and parlor cars 


Traction Speed Trophy, 
portation trade show in the lace 1920s. 
ame from the North 


keting Adjacent exhibit 
Тойу. а portion of this space houses the Revival Food Hall Sate 


r Corporation and Christensen Air Brake 


up їп a school gymnasium sometime during the 1920s appears to be a non-operaring 
models on straight track, but without the catenary. 


ама Smaller 


пс Hrrmsky at EBronsky@aol 


023 First Fastest 


